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Happy Father’s Day everyone but especially to all you fathers out there. 

It was really cool to be here yesterday and watch Bryan Baker as his oldest son Bryan Jr. officiate his brother Brandon’s wedding. 

At one point all three of Bryan’s sons were on the stage taking part in the wedding. I got to say though, I’m proud of Bryan. He held it together through the whole service. 

There is something about watching a dad beam with pride over his sons.

Well, I hope you enjoyed the Skit Guy video—Dad Taught Us.

I’m wondering, what did your dad teach you? What lesson did you learn from your dad?

We all had or have a dad—good, bad, or indifferent, they’re our dad.

And whether we realize it or not the lessons they taught us stick.

Your biological dad may be the man who most influenced you growing up or it might have been a step-dad. Maybe there was some other man who stepped in that father role for you.

In my case dad was gone by the time I was five so I don’t really remember much from him. But I do remember my best friend’s dad teaching me about combustion engines.

I’ve got a mike here, let’s hear from you. Let’s take a few minutes. What did you learn from your dad?

- - - - - - - -

Given that I didn’t have a dad in the home growing up to give me an example to follow I have had to look to the Bible to find my examples.

Last week we were introduced to the apostle Paul as we launched out on our excursion through Ephesians. 

And given that today is Father’s Day, before we move forward in the book of Ephesians, I thought we might look at Paul as example of a “spiritual” father.

So, if you please turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians chapter 4 and we will pick up in verse 14, 1 Corinthians 4:14.
Let’s pray.

We have no record of Paul ever having children himself but there are a number of places where he calls someone his son in the faith.

And it is here we read a father’s message to his son (and daughter).

“I am not writing this to shame you, but to warn you, as my dear children. 15 Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 

16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17 For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church. 

18 Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power they have. 

20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you prefer? Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?” 

Now on the surface this reads like a general reprimand to a wayward church but it is in fact a model for good parenting, especially for you dads. 

The passage was written by Paul in the context of correcting the church at Corinth as was the entire book of 1 Corinthians. 

However, viewed in the light of Paul’s statement that, “I became your father through the gospel” we can also view this passage as a biblical model of what fatherly confrontation, correction and discipleship should look like. 

So, what does this passage teach us about how to parent, specifically father, our children? What is this biblical model? 

There are 10 keys from this passage which I would like to briefly touch upon:
 
1. Affirm Your Love

Paul writes that the purpose of this passage was to admonish or instruct his readers as beloved children.

Any correction or guidance that you give to your kids must be done from a position of, and rooted in, unconditional love. 

You must never correct out of anger or a selfish desire that your kids would act a certain way to make your life easy or to make you look good. 

The purpose of biblical correction is not to change behavior but to disciple your kids to become more like Jesus. 

A key part of this pursuit is your kids knowing that you love them – not because of what they have or haven’t done, but because they are your kids.
 
Your child’s realization of your love for them is not something that just happens on its own. You must be intentional and work at it to make certain that your kids know that you love them and want to keep them safe and growing like Christ. 

Tell them you love them on a daily basis. Show them how you love them through both your words and your actions. 

If your kids do not know and accept that you love them unconditionally, then any effort on your part to correct them will be met with suspicion and ultimately failure.
 
Unconditional love is not based on your kid’s performance or abilities. 

Unconditional love is given regardless of what your kids have or have not done. 

Unconditional love must be consistently professed and demonstrated to your kids in both good times and bad. 

Unconditional love should exist and be demonstrated regardless of how you feel. Biblical love is not a feeling, it is a choice! 

2. Avoid Shaming Your Kids
Paul begins this passage with an explanation that his purpose in writing was not to “shame you.” 

Paul did not wish to shame the Corinthians, but to help them see that they were living in a way contrary to God’s will. 

Likewise, shame has no place in biblical correction as a parent. 
Your goal as a parent when it comes to correcting your children is to lead them into a life consistent with God’s will for them. 

Consequences, especially consequences which flow naturally from the action in question, are effective means of accomplishing this. 

Shame is based in fear. The Bible tells us 1 John 4:18 that “There is no fear in love…” 

Therefore, shame should not play any part in correction which must be based in love. Not only is shame unbiblical, it is also ineffective. 

Although you might see short term behavioral changes when you shame your kids, there will be no long lasting internal transformation.
 
3. Give Warnings
 
Paul says that he was writing to the Corinthians “to warn you” as his beloved children. Some translations read “to admonish you.” 

To warn or to admonish as it is used here means to “reprove gently but earnestly” or “to counsel against something to be avoided.”

Paul was not writing to bring down the hammer, but to warn the Corinthians of what would happen if they continued in the current course of action.

As a father, you must do the same thing with your kids. By warning, or admonishing, I do not mean that you should give them the classic, “If you do that again you’ll lose such and such until kingdom come.” 

These threats tend to be hollow and fall on deaf ears. 

The idea of admonishing or warning is to alert your kids of the consequences of their actions. To the extent that those consequences flow naturally from the action in question, your role as father is to alert your kids to those consequences. 

Obviously, one of your roles as parents is also to impose consequences where needed, and they should be warned these are coming as well. 

Any consequences which you impose should be made clear before the action and must be followed through on. Warnings serve to help steer your child in the right direction and right choices.

The next key we see here is to: 
4. Establish Your Authority
 
Paul reminded the Corinthians that “though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers” and used this to establish his authority to correct the readers of his letter. 

When it comes to parenting, your authority comes directly from God. 

He has given you the stewardship over, and responsibility for, his children. With that responsibility, he has given parents authority over their children [Exodus 20:12].

As parents, it is beneficial to help your kids understand God has given you both authority over them and responsibility for them. 

As agents of God, you must exercise that authority consistent with God’s will. By explaining to your kids that you are acting under the authority of God, you also set an example for them of submitting to our authority.
 
When you step outside the authority and will of God in parenting, you ultimately teach your kids that they should defy authority as well. 

We establish our authority based on the Word of God, but we must also demonstrate our adherence to God’s Word in other aspects of our life. 

You can’t, for example, tell your kids that they must submit to your authority because it is given by God on the one hand, and on the other hand disregard God’s authority in your own lives.

Another important key is to: 
5. Press the Gospel in Deep

Paul became a father “through the gospel,” and as earthly fathers, one of the principle goals in life should be to also fill the role of spiritual father in your children’s lives “through the Gospel.” 

In order to do this, the gospel must be the center point in your life and your family. We must strive to make it central in the lives of our children as well.

The gospel is the Good News of Jesus Christ, and that Good News is recorded in God’s Word – the Bible. 

In all that you do, you must seek to instill a biblical worldview in your kids. 

You need to teach them, and demonstrate for them, that the Bible holds the answers and guidance for all of lives questions. You must make your choices based on the Bible and show them how to do the same.
The cross itself must be central in your life and your family.

This means far more than just wearing it around your necks or hanging it on the family room wall. You must rejoice in the cross of Christ. 

You must take your sin to the cross of Christ, and you must praise God for the cross. Your children must know, at their very core that Christ died not just for all sin, but for their individual sins. 

They must understand that God wants to change them from the inside out by the power of the cross. They must realize that their sins are washed white as snow by Christ’s blood shed on the cross. 

Yes, in order to confront and correct your children, you have to remind them 	1) that they are forgiven by God and 
	2) the price that he paid to wash those sins away.
 
Here’s the toughie. This might be the most challenging key of them all
6. Urge Your Kids to Imitate You

Paul was not shy about encouraging the Corinthians to be imitators of him. Later in this same book (1 Corinthians 11:1) Paul expands on this thought as he encouraged the Corinthians to “be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

Paul was not exalting himself but merely stating that he purposefully lived his life in such a way that others could imitate him in following Christ.
 
As fathers, this must be your goal as well. 

You must live a life worth imitating and then encourage your kids to do just that. Kids will learn what they live. 

If a father insists that his child does not lie than turns around and when the phone rings he tells his kids to say he’s not home, his children will learn from his father’s actions that lying’s ok when it’s convenient.

Setting an example includes two distinct aspects. 

First, you must aspire to live a godly life worthy of following. Have you set the tone and example for your family to follow? 

In order to do this, you must rely on the power and wisdom of God. 

Secondly, you must accept that on this side of heaven, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes. And it is important that you be willing to admit those mistakes to your kids. 

You should not be under any delusion that your kids think you are perfect in the first place, after about the age of 7 or 8, that phase of life is long gone anyway. 

Your kids know that you are far from perfect. Be honest with them and talk about your mistakes. 

This transparency teaches them that it is OK to make mistakes. 

The important thing is how we handle those mistakes. 

You can model for them honesty, transparency, and what it means to take your sins to the cross of Christ. This will give your kids a chance to learn from your mistakes and, hopefully, to avoid them.

Still another key is to: 
7. Make it a Team Effort
 
In verse 17 Paul writes, “For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. 
He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.”

What can this possibly mean in terms of raising kids? 

Paul needed help. He could not be everything the Corinthians needed, and he sent Timothy to them to reinforce what he had already taught. 

Likewise, parents you should get other adults involved in the lives of your children who will reinforce what you are already teaching them.
 
Most parents have experienced that moment when another adult says something to their child, and the child just seems to get it. 

Never mind that you have been saying the same thing for years. 

There’s just something about hearing it from another adult that makes it understandable and more palatable to your kids. 

It is important to find other adults that you trust to speak into the lives of your children. Need I say, youth group, Sunday school, kings kids, lighthouse friends?

Needless to say, since your principle goal as a parent is to instill a biblical worldview into your children you must take care to find adults that will speak that same worldview to your kids.

This is one of the reasons that it is important to live your lives amongst a strong Christian community. Things like Bible studies and small groups are great ways to expose your kids to other adults.

And you need to: 
8. Stay Involved
 
Paul writes in verse 19 that “…I will come to you very soon.” 
As parents, you must intentionally stay involved in the lives of your children. Some parents, especially Dads, faced with daunting to do lists, lack of understanding and an increasing sense of failure in parenting simply decide to check out of their kids’ lives. 

This is particularly true as kids grow older and move into the teen years. 

But this is the worst thing you could possibly do both to yourself and to your kids.

You have got to stay involved in your kid’s lives. What do they like? What don’t they like? How are they doing in school? Who are their friends? What are their dreams? How is their relationship with God? 

These are all critical questions, and in order to stay involved, you must stay on top of these and other aspects of your kids’ lives. 

In order to do this, you have to invest the time it takes in building relationships with your kids. 

Our society has fallen victim to what I believe is a lie directly from Satan that says quality time is better than quantity time. 

We convince ourselves that it is not the amount of time that we spend but the quality of that time that counts. 

If we turn off the computer for a couple of hours, we reason, that should take care of spending time with the kids at least for a week or so!
 
Friends, in order to know your kids, and stay involved, you must have both quality and quantity time. 

If you ask kids about their regrets as they get older, few will say they wish the time they had spent with their dads had been “better” time. 

Thousands upon thousands, though, will tell you they wish they had spent MORE time with their Dads. 

If you are a father, put in the time and the effort to know your kids. 

If God knows every hair on your head, the least you can do is know who your kids’ friends are!

9. Give Choices

Paul asked the Corinthians in verse 21, “What do you prefer?” 

He gave them a choice. As fathers, you should do the same with your children. In small things and big things you should present your children with choices and let them decide. 

More importantly though: you must equip them to live with the consequences of those choices. 

Most parents want their kids to grow up to be leaders and not followers. 

Part of being a leader is the ability to make a choice and deal with the consequences of that choice. 

If you do not allow your children to practice that skill when they are young, they will be ill equipped to handle choices as an adult.
 
If you don’t give kids choices, and allow them to live with both the positive and negative consequences of those choices, they will not learn how to be responsible.

And finally:

10. Customize Your Approach
 
Paul asks in verse 21, “Shall I come to you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle spirit?” 

Some who read that letter needed Paul to come with a spirit of love and likely reacted to Paul’s written correction positively in order to ensure that he would come in gentleness. 

Others, no doubt, needed the stern correction of Paul before they were willing to submit to his authority. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In a similar way, you must tailor your approach to correction and discipleship for each individual child.

It amazes me how some siblings can be so alike in some respects that they seem like twins and so different in other respects that it seems impossible that they share the same DNA. 

If you’re a parent, it will not surprise you to find out that each of your kids is different. 

They are unique creations of God, and it is naive to think that correction and discipleship will look the same for each child. 

What may be the best approach for one child may be the worst possible choice for another. 

Parents must customize your approach based on the personality, experience and emotional needs of each child. 

Of course, this entails knowing them and not checking out of their lives.

Plus, children change over time as they mature and get older. You will need to customize your approach not only for each child but also for the same child based on their age and maturity level. 

In order to accomplish this, you have to become a student of our kids. 

Watch them, talk to them, study them, and then spend some time intentionally coming up with a plan for the best approach for each child when it comes to correcting and discipleship.
 
As you raise your kids to know and follow Jesus Christ, these ten principles laid out by Paul in a letter to a church in Corinth almost 2,000 years ago will serve as guidelines. 

May God help us to examine our own lives to make sure that the message we live out is constant with the message we say.

As a church, we are constantly asking if we are doing all that we can to support you and reinforce the message you are trying to teach your children and what can we do better. 

But parents are you taking advantage of all that the church has to offer? If you don’t bring them your children won’t be here.

What are the areas where you can use a little more work when it comes to relating to your kids? How can you improve in those areas? 

Make a list and take it to God in prayer. He is the ultimate father, and his desire is that you would be a good father as well. 

Happy Father’s Day!
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